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English Summary

Are animals nothing more but animals, or would they gradually earn their rights just like
minority people in society who have been fighting for their rights throughout the long history of
human kind? Recent years, animal right issue seems to be more important and visible, and people’s
initiation of compassion toward animals have shown not only on searching for effective alterations
in using animals for research purposes, but also on a lawsuit seeking compensations for a lost live.
Though the controversies and detailed legislative debates of animal rights are inevitable, we still
see many, right here on this island or across the ocean, devote all their heart in the movement of

animal liberation.

Let’s first take a look of the overseas examples to look for alternative technologies on
laboratory animals. In the past, people would rather recognize those animals used as a fundamental
research device contributing to every sort of human researches. No one has ever paused and
considered, from animal’s point of view, how these animals in such misery felt during all sorts of
both physical and mental brutality, and yet, most of those pain and suffering are unnecessary,
sometimes meaningless. The worse part was that even when experiment staffs held certain degrees
of sympathy towards the animals been used, the fact that lacking of laboratory testing guidelines
or regulations had made their compassion hard to realize. Not until recently had laboratory animal
laws and guidance have been introduced to protect the least welfares of laboratory animals. But
once again, legislation merely guards the last inch for human consciousness, the root of change
starts from self-awareness and education. Without them both, no matter how hard and how much
efforts those silent but diligent volunteers and animal welfare advocates throw themselves in, the
results might be null. Last, the critical point needed to be clarify is that we should advance our
research findings mainly and mostly based on what we see, get through, practice from the virtual

human bodies, or rather, from some high-biotech surrogates to achieve the maximal outcomes.

How about the domestic legal progress of animal protection? A local judge made an
unprecedented verdict of almost 10,000NTD funeral compensation to owner’s pet lost in a traffic
accident. It seems that justice is done, but there are lots more behind the scene. The relationship
between humans and companion animals has became more intimate than ever in our society where
partial public sense of value and passion on captive animals has transformed, seeing them as family
members. Meanwhile, animal rights stands at the rim of our concerns for it does not relate directly
to daily life. The pro and con ideas set a sizzling debate among those standing on guard for what
they think to be right and the best for the consequences. As the follow-ups going, in such a

conservative and mainstream-dictated society right here in Taiwan, it is still cheerful to see 2

judge knocking on the door of animal rights. While the legal system is striding forward, the relative




sy

groups promoting animal rights should seriously focus on pet alteration—another suitable and
ultimate way to pay our love and care to those in at cozy homes, in shelters, and on streets. In
Hong Kong, compared to other cities there are some other strategies dealing with stray dogs and
cats (leaving them alone, no feeding, and caught-then-killed), the TAR (trap-alter-return) method
might be a superior one. With community education policies, people would have a chance to learn
how to treat animals respectfully, protecting the rights of animals and the best interest of human.
As for the domestic pets, microchipping should be encouraged and government-subsidized, and of
course, along with volunteers, complete reasonable packages and supports of public animal charity

groups and education associations.

More, a Taiwanese boy’s working journey at the animal shelter in Schwandorf, Germany,
depicting the in-depth respects and empathy to animals, which is, really treating them just like
taking caring of our beloved ones. Back to the domestic university campus, a group of youthful
and energetic animal club members plan on a series of projects, workshops, and lectures that
will educate the potential animal angels to get involved in the animal protection frontier. Having
such a good beginning, then, along with plenty volunteers and resources, we will bravely move

on, because animals deserve joy and smiles just like all of us do.
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